Mind the gap! FAST magazine features our productivity focus

Make sure you read the latest issue of FAST magazine, where on page 42 you can catch up on our
thoughts about manufacturing productivity in the UK, and how we are helping our customers bridge

the productivity gap. We recommend taking out a free subscription, if you don't already have one.



http://www.fastening-solutions.co.uk/magazine/3388
http://www.fastening-solutions.co.uk/magazine/3388
http://registrations.markallengroup.com/magazine-subscription/FAST
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PRODUCTIVITY CHALLEN EE

that are proving elusive

ith manufacturing productivity
W Q4 2016 growing by 1.7%

om the provisus quarter {Office
for National Statistics) — though overall
growth is still lagging behind the curve -
the UK ceonomy confinties (o be haunicd
by the productiviey puzzle’. Eugineering
adbesives specialist [ntertronics works
with its customers to enhance their
productivity in prder Lo comp
hume and export markets.

The luiest Executive Survey from

manuiciurers’ onganisaion EEF dlearly
confirms  broad recopnition of this need
Findings mdiace that, in erder to reach their
business goaty in 20
uchieve greaer produetivity i thres ways:
- Process innovalion

", UK imannfiagurers will

Lavestineat i fechnology and ionovation
Continued work to ensure flexible
supply chaing.

e the appeoach required is quite
helistic, tackling mure than one of these trio
of considerations at sy o fine

Mind the gap!

If UK manufacturers are to reach their
business goals this year, they will have
to achieve the greater levels of productivity

More than hail (56%) of survey
respondents reporied thut they will
be undertiking process innovations
1o increase productivity, Medium-sized
Firms ithiose with 101-250 employees and
Aquite possibly the unsung heroes of our
manufacturing economy) are the most
Tikeety 10 dio this, with seven in 10 eiting
i1 45 a0 seton they will undertake, Half
o companics surveyed xald they expiecy
10 inerease invesiment in technolegy and
innovatien in the pext 12 montls,

Tmertronics staies that it is successtully
helping hoth existing snd ew customers

Wwith precess imnovation inarcas such as
very fast light curing of achesives and
comtings using UV andior visible Hihr, and
sophisticated mixing and degassing, They
are investing i tochmology and innovation in
the form of marcrial spplication suiomation
und precision, and sutfice weatment
Customers are also said (o enjoy relisble,
fast delivery and, where required, flexible

"Our focus is on the use of advanced

eering adhesivi

le fastening met

as an effic

t and
d to automated

bly, in the form of our latest materials
ring techno

_ Right: Premteusly PZ: riogrie sttechments for

Kok Designing i Mght cumz adheshes
.‘Mwe 1A INTSRDTYICE e IBENTISEY CevInE.
Lafk Prodtactialy - frow f Lsed (o be cdone.

SUNR0H AR AT MATY ATlicAnS

shipmenss, cansisicnt

-managing director Meter
Swanson expluins: Our
B8 s on th et oF advanced engineering
ibiesives a3 o elficieat and elishle
fastening method suitcd 1o momsicd
issembly, in the form of our laiest marerlals
dispensing and curing rechnologies. For
example. LiVrvisiblc light cure adtiesives
that gure in seconds, THINKY mixing and
“degussing equipment, ahernarive dispensing
technelogies, our rangs of dispensing robots
il adlvanced stirface irestmenl Techingues
e all elping oanufaciusing Companies at
Al fevels of sutotuation msturity w enhanee
thelr processes and peoducriviy.”
Intertron(cs organises repular seminars (o

- demonstraic how the Tast technologics and
products can play a major role in this. Also,
the company’s Oxford-based Technelogy
“Centre 15 in constant use, cnabling both
design and production eogincers o cvalute
and compare adhesives, contings, sealanty
and equipment in the contexs of their
mssemblies and processes — enhiancing
oonpetitivencss, product quality and
reputtion.

P

Meunaile, when L

audhesion ot surfices hi are
aiervise difficult i bond,

print o, coa or luminae, the Rebn Plasms
Pezobrissh PZ2 froim hiterteonics nay bave

the s, with i65 mosile sttathinent aptiors
for surface hutivation across b witk range of
applicaions. Treatment of metals, and snalkr
and more peecise upplicutions, are now suid

a0 be pussible by ehoie of & suitable nozzle.
while the 1sc of u varsety of spocial gass also
entiances the possibilities of PO {Plesoclectric
Direct Dischacge) on gy bt e,

S

aadhesion with Standard, Nearfield, and
Auliges-and-Needie noezle opeons,

“When used on eoniductive surfices,
the Piczubrush PZ2 Nearficld Nozzle beips
resolve issues where direct plasma discharpes
can dumage some subsirales or even the
plasma devies itsell)” saes Imertranics
“Inside the P2 Nearfield Nozzle, o glass
imlet forms a diclertric barrier and changes
the type of discharge, distributing the power
fromy the direct discharge uniformly over
the wrewment ares, therefore eliminating the
possibllity of daniugc i the surface. This
allows metals and aher conductive substraes
o be rewed with eonfidence.”

Surface activation using the P22 Nearficld
Nozele can allow printing on taerials which
m nwemal conditions form pour bonds with
inks, sdds the company, “A godd example is 8
peinied anodised alumniun and pelyetliylens
compasise insterial (Al-Dibond) where a
cross-cut rest on the pastems shows tha there

is a significant sdbesion improvemsent, A
shart rreatmen by the Piezobrush PZ2 gives
distinetly better resuls for the ink bonding in
this snd many other cases.”

Medical device
technology
The PE2 Muliigas-and-Needle Nozzle can be
et without & specisl s |using smiblen ainy
far i VEry recise surface wetivition treatment
ith @ neeadle jet of plasma, This marmew
output of plasmis energy miy be wsed for the
trewtment of very fine stroctures, icliding
undercuts or small holes. Aliernusively,
e PZ2 Multlgas and Needle Nozzle
can be used with wn inpur of sddivional
seleried inert pases, which allows 4 range
af processes 1o be implemented, which would
s e possible with normal =ases such s air
or nitregen alone,

For instunce, w reat Teflon (PTFE) 2
plasma gas with & specisl composition is wsed,
This &5 a situation lind whese sl PTFE
inner coated catheters muy be successiully
sreated 1o allow inyproved wetting. In tests,
comparison shews the inereased degree of
wetting of the eatheter sehieved uh thie busis
of capillary forces, with an improvemsent of
over 300, being achicvable. 5

i

Bascel on the direer, eloetric discharge at
an openly opersted pezocletne transdormer,
low tnput vollage i cransformed, resulting in
high electric field stengths, The Piczobrush
P22 onised encrey output of cold sctive
plasmi gives successfiul pre-trearment and
surfice stivation, gahancing weeing and
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Statements, technical information and recommendations contained herein are based on tests we believe to be reliable but they are not
to be construed in any manner as warrantees expressed or implied. The user shall determine the suitability of the product for his
intended use and the user assumes all risk and liability whatsoever in connection therewith.
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